Physical Science 
2014-2015 Academic Year

Mr. Clark


Course Objectives

In this course, students will explore a variety of physical science principles: demonstrate problem solving skills, both cooperatively and individually; and gain an understanding of how physical science impacts their lives.  Exploring physical aspects and components within are planet Earth.  We will be following the NGSS throughout the year.
Classroom Expectations

1.
Arrive on time!  Consider your first two tardies as warnings.  On the third and each tardy thereafter you will serve a detention with me at lunch.  Other consequences may follow if you continue to be tardy.  

2.
Be prepared with your homework, composition book, paper, pencil, and your brain every class period!  No passes will be given to your locker... PERIOD!!
3.
Gum, hats and food are not allowed in classrooms at O’Brien.  Students who disregard this rule will serve detentions and citizenship grades will be lowered half a letter grade for each infraction.

4.
Respect others and their property.  Behaviors which disrupt others’ learning environment or endanger others will not be tolerated.  Any type of disruptive behavior will result in one or more detentions.

5.
Display a positive attitude toward learning.  Keep negative comments outside the classroom and the building.
Materials for Class

1.
Each student will have a composition book. (will be used only for science)

2. Composition books will be dedicated to Science for Daily Journals and notes.
3.
Calculator, colored pencils, markers, and glue stick. [Optional but recommended] 

Attendance

If you know you will miss class, it is your responsibility to make arrangements with me prior to the absence so we may discuss missing work.  These absences include sporting events, doctor appointments, team competitions, etc.  Students who fail to see me may not be allowed to make up work, including tests.  Students who are absent due to illness or emergency are responsible for the material covered in class and any assigned assignments. Tests must be made up within one week unless students make special arrangements with me.  Please consider getting a classmate’s phone number.  

Homework

Throughout the year, you will be learning an enormous amount of new vocabulary and exciting concepts.  In order to be successful, you must dedicate some time and energy to learning the material.  Homework is meant to give you that opportunity to become familiar with the material we study in class.  Expect to do some type of homework for this class every evening.  Sometimes it will be very simple; other times you will be expected to put some thought into it. If nothing is specifically assigned, consider doing part of a long-term assignment, organizing your notebook, and reading over lecture notes for the upcoming test.

Test Retakes
Tests (not quizzes or exams) may be retaken with the following minimal guidelines:

· test grade must have been a B or lower

· the retake test must be taken within one week of the original test

Notes:  retake tests may be designed at the discretion of the teacher (oral tests, essays, same test as before, a different multiple choice exam, etc.)

Late Work

Late work will be accepted with some penalties.  The science department came up with some different ideas and we all decided that we will accept late work throughout the semester.  In my class students will be allowed to turn in late homework up until the day of the unit test.  The best possible grade for late work will be a 70%.  Every two days that the homework is not turned in, the grade will drop 10% with the lowest possible being 70%.  All homework not turned in before the test will not be accepted (students that are absent the day of the test will have the following day to turn in their late work).
Academic Grades

Grades will be weighted in the following way:

	Grading Policy

	Assignments 
	Homework: 10%
25%
	10%

	Classwork & Participation
	Notebook checks & journal checks: 20%

Participation: 10%
	30%

	Assessments
	Tests/Quizzes: 35%

Labs: 10%

Final Exam: 15%
	60%


Extra Credit
There will be different types of extra credit during the semester.

Grading Scale





Citizenship Grades


A

90 – 100


Citizenship grades are based



B

80 – 89


on classroom behaviors, including gum


C

70 – 79


and tardies.  If detentions do not alter 


D

60 – 69 


your behavior, parent conferences may be 

F

59 and below

scheduled.

Academic Dishonesty
Academic dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated.  This includes, but is not limited to, (a) copying other students’ work without discussing it (b) using the same exact wording as your lab partner on an assignment (c) plagiarism.  Students will receive a zero for the assignment and all extra credit points for the semester will be removed. A parent/teacher conference may be scheduled to discuss further consequences if it becomes an issue again.  Note that repeated dishonesty may lead to a failing grade in the course whereupon students will be required to repeat the course.
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I, ______________________________________, understand that I am expected to behave in a respectful and responsible manner to myself, other students, and to my teachers while I am in this classroom.  I understand what is expected of me in order to be successful in this class and I am committed to doing my best to achieve success.  If I run into any obstacles at all, I will let Mr. Clark know so that together we can formulate a plan to get me back on track.  

__________________________________________

___________



Student’s signature





Date

As parent/guardian of ___________________________________, I understand what is expected in this classroom.  If I have any questions regarding homework, course material or classroom issues, I will contact you at the school immediately.

__________________________________________

___________



Parent’s signature





Date
